
Dear Friends,

Many of you have been enquiring about our 
priests and the situation in Peru right now as 
a result of the current Pandemic. As of writing 
I am fortunate to be able to say that all of our 
priests are well, and in good health, despite 
many of them working on the frontline within 
their parishes, doing their best to accompany 
their parishioners and provide much needed 
assistance during this unprecedented time. I 
have asked Fr. Loreto Jaque to reflect with us 
on all that is going on currently at El Resucita-
do Parish, in Lima, Peru. Fr. Loreto is based 
there together with Fr. Francis Kwofie and Fr. 
Ixon Chateau:

I’d like to begin this reflection with an incident 
found in Chapter 10 of the Gospel of Luke:

“Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher,” he said, “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written 
in the law?” What do you read there?” He an-
swered, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You 
have given the right answer; do this and you will live.” But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?”

I have been a priest for 20 years and have given countless homilies on this gospel incident, but 
never did it sink deeply in me as it does in this time of the pandemic.  Who is my neighbor?  
Should it not be the question we need to keep asking ourselves in this time of chaos, fear and 
anxieties? If there is anything the coronavirus has made clear it is that no man is an island. Our 
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walls, beautiful mansions, and savings in the bank cannot protect us 
from this virus. More than anything else, we need each other. This 
pandemic has exposed our vulnerabilities. All of us regardless of 
religion, color and creed, are confronted with the same fundamental 
uncertainty that faces all of humanity at this time. When will this 
end? Will there be life after coronavirus? Will I get the virus? Will my 
life be at risk? Will I survive? What happens to my family then? 

These existential questions take the sad-
dest toll in our parish where the major-
ity live in extreme poverty, especially 
those who live in the hills and only have 
potatoes and salt to eat. The lockdown 
that began last March deprived many of them of their livelihood, for 
most of them are street vendors, mechanics and manual laborers. As 
a consequence, they have been forced to borrow money or survive on 
whatever items they have left.  As of this writing, there are 251,338 
Peruvians infected with coronavirus.  136,464 are in Lima, the capital 
city. In Ate-Vitarte where our parish is, there are more than 6,000 
people infected with coronavirus. This has been the saddest part 
of my life as a priest. Too often when I wake up each day I am told 
a parishioner has died of coronavirus or our catechists have been 
infected and are dying. Many times I cry as I pray for them because I 
know the problem is not only about coronavirus. It is also a political 
problem. 

In all honestly, it is difficult to deny the worsening poverty situation in the parish, or in Peru for 
that matter, but what makes the situation unacceptable is the news we are hearing every day that 
hospitals here are charging more than a patient can afford just to be able to secure a bed, or that 
doctors in the provinces are selling oxygen tanks at a price double the usual. Greed can easily dis-

place compassion and the poor are 
always at the losing end as there is 
no sustained effort from the gov-
ernment to help them break away 
from the vicious cycle of poverty.  
On top of this is the increasing rate 
of people who are suffering from 
depression. 

“Who is my neighbor?” asked the 
scholar of the law to Jesus. But 
come to think of it, amidst human-
ity’s experience of fears and anxiet-
ies, this pandemic has also forced 
us to see that perhaps we don’t 
just ask “Who is my neighbor?” In 
these trying times, the more im-



portant question probably is, “Can 
I be a neighbor to others?” “Can I 
be a neighbor to the poor and the 
suffering?”

While it is true that we are now in 
this time of chaos, this is also a time 
where we have seen examples of 
generosity, compassion, selflessness 
and kindness.  This is because coro-
navirus has also challenged us to go 
beyond politics, religion, race and 
culture to reveal our true nature, our 
heart, our essence, the real us. We are one in Spirit and in God.  As disciples of the Resurrected 
Christ, we are all called to expand our circles of love, generosity and compassion, remembering 
what Jesus said, “as you did it to one of the least, you did it to me.” (Mt 25:40).  “Who is my neigh-
bor?” asked the scholar of the law to Jesus.

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat 
him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest happened to be 
going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by 
on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 
he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took 
care of him.  The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, and when I return, I will reimburse 
you for any extra expense you may have.’

“Which of these three do you think 
was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of robbers?” The ex-
pert in the law replied, “The one who 
showed mercy.” Jesus told him, “Go 
and do likewise.”



Sincere thanks to Fr. Loreto for his very moving and thought-provoking reflection. As you will 
see in the photographs there is a coordinated joint effort on the part of our parish in Ate-Vitarte, 
together with the Peruvian Army and Caritas Chosica (the local diocese) to reach out in compas-
sion to the most vulnerable and needy. St. James Priests have been to the forefront of so many 
natural disasters over the years, and once again our Priests are at the forefront in responding to 
the great challenges presented by Covid-19. The situation in Peru is pretty dire, the public hospi-
tal system has essentially collapsed. But thanks to all of you, our benefactors and friends, the St. 
James Society, once again, will rise to the challenge of serving God in the Poorest of the Poor. 

With Every Good Wish in Christ,

Rev. David Costello
Director

For the purpose of wills, bequests, and living trusts, our official name is:
The Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle, Inc.

24 Clark Street • Boston, MA 02109 • (617) 742-4715 • e: office@socstjames.com • socstjames.com

Mr. Joseph E. Corcoran RIP.

The St. James Society mourns the loss 
of Joseph E. Corcoran, who died June 
3rd, 2020. A long-time friend of the 
St. James Society, Joe was a recipient of 
the Cardinal Cushing Award in 2007. 
We extend our sympathy to his family 
and wider circle of friends.


