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DECEMBER 2019

A ROOM FOR JESUS 

With Every Good Wish in Christ,

Rev. David Costello
Director

As we approach the Christmas season, I am moved 
to reflect on the Infancy Narratives. The fact there 
was no room in the inn for Jesus makes me wonder 
why the holy family should face such a predicament 
in the home town of Joseph. Some translations 
would say there was no ‘guest room’ for them. The 
situation was a result of the fact that there were so 
many visitors who had come for the census, getting 
a private room worthy of an expectant mother was 
not possible.  What is more, no one paid attention 

to Mary as a Christ bearer because she was of a 
humble state.  The Savior of the world was born in 
a very humble part of the house, where a manger 
would cradle the Infant King. Would the situation be 
different as we wait for the birth of the Infant King? 
Whereas the birth of Christ was overshadowed by 
the census, we too have preoccupations of our own. 
When the Son of Man comes, will He still find the 
manger empty?

Sincere thanks to Fr. Francis Kwofie for his Christmas 
reflection on the Infancy Narratives. Fr. Francis is based 
at El Resucitado parish in Lima. As we come to the end 
of 2019, I would like to express my gratitude to you all 
for your continued support and prayers for our mis-
sionary endeavors. Please know that all of our priests 
will remember your intentions in the Masses they will 
celebrate on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. I will do 
likewise here in Boston. Let’s continue to remember 
each other in our prayers as we give thanks to God for 
all the blessings received during this past year, and we 
look forward in faith to all that will be for each of us 
during 2020.

Dear Friends,

Fr. Francis Kwofie before Mass.

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,  
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7).

Please pray for our Friends and Alumni of 
the Society who have died since April. 

 

Mr. John J. Keegan - Served in Abancay and Talara, 
Peru in the 1960's. 
April 24, 2019 
 

Rev. Joseph "Larry" Boudreau - Served  in Piura, Peru, 
in the 1960's. 
July 7, 2019 
 

Rev. Vincent Arimond - Served in Peru in the 1960's and 
1970's. 
July 12, 2019 
 

Mr. Leroy Francis Jarrett, Jr. - SSJ Board Member 
July, 22, 2019 
 

Msgr. James F. Cashin - Served in Peru and Ecuador 
from 1972 - 1997. 
October 21, 2019 
 

Mr. Saul Abila - Served in the "Center Place" in Lima, 
Peru for many years. 
August 26, 2019 
 

Mrs. Arlene (Lee) Porcella - Served as a Volunteer 
Secretary/Sacristan for St. Stephen Church 
October 9, 2019 
 

Rev. James Kirby - Served in Equador in the 1990's. 
October 21, 2019 
 

 
 

The date for next year's  
SSJ Golf Tournament  

is  

Wednesday, October 7, 2020 
 at 12:15pm shot gun. 

 
 Sincere thanks to Fr. Peter Quinn for organizing the event each year.

 
 

 Financial Statement for the 2019 SSJ Golf Tournament
 Gross Income:     $8,100.00 
 Expenses: 
 Raffle Prizes:   $369.00 
 Food   $945.00 
 Gratuities:   $400.00 
 

Total Expenses:   $1,714.00 
 

Offering to Saint James Society:  $6,450.00 



of which are rocky and dusty. Movement up and down 
these hills is a bit of an exercise. Dry though it may seem, 
there are thriving communities on these hills. The diffi-
culty of commuting up and down these hills has made 
these residents create a world of their own. The popu-
lation is poor and lacks basic social amenities, like water 
and electricity, among others. There are four distinct 
communities of this nature. Within the last three years, 
there has been an effort to establish Christian communi-
ties within these settlements. This means an expansion 
of the parish with added pastoral care responsibilities.  
The main force behind the formation of these new com-

munities is Sister Maria Jesús, a Dominican of the Annun-
ciation, whose presence predates the foundation of the 
parish.  Sister Maria Jesús retired this year. With this faith 
community, a people have been formed, the "anawim" of 
our day — comparable to the vulnerable, marginalized, 
and socio-economically oppressed who were receptive 
to the message of Christ when He came. Where, then, 
would they worship? To mention land acquisition diffi-

culties is to devalue the obvious. That notwithstanding, 
within a short period of time, some land has been re-

The preoccupations of our day are such, that should 
Christ come today, not only will there be no room for 
Him "in the guest room’ but even the manger will be 
occupied. Social media takes so much of our time that 
we even forget to make available quality space and time 

for Christ. We are kept abreast with the latest news, the 
latest slander, sports, and entertainment. Unfortunate-
ly, we have no place or time for Christ in our social dis-
course. And as if this was not enough, the commercial-
ization of the Christmas feast coupled with the difficulty 
of making ends meet diverts attention from the essence 
of the celebration. Furthermore, we have a societal sys-
tem within which Christ is either non-existent or only 
receives lip service.  There is no room for Christ. What, 
then, should be the preparation worthy of the coming 
of Christ?

The historical reception of Christ was in the most un-
likely of places — a manger. This tells us that Christ 
comes to share the harsh realities of life with us no 
matter where we find ourselves. The Parish of ‘El Re-
sucitado’ prepares a people and a place, and dedicates 
time in readiness for Christ’s coming. El Resucitado is 
geographically located in a valley, the surrounding hills 

claimed and wooden churches have been constructed, 
a demonstration of the zeal for Christ. The churches 
were inaugurated this year with baptisms, the last being 
in November. I am convinced that when the Holy Fami-
ly comes this year, they would find rooms of their own 

as the first Christmas Masses are said in the churches. 
Physical structures are currently being made ready; what 
is left is the preparation of the heart. There are Catechists 
who have been trained for the purpose of evangelizing 
this hilly countryside. We meet twice a week in the eve-
nings to study scripture and catechism so that they may 
be equipped for the task of nurturing these new Christian 
communities. There are Eucharistic celebrations every 
other week in these churches. There is an aggressive-
house-to-house evangelization aimed at bringing people 

to the faith community. Although the people are tolerant 
of the Catholic faith, what remains to be achieved is a 
permanent commitment to faith-based activities. A char-
acteristic feature of these communities is that most of 
the members have recently migrated to the city in search 
of a better life. Life is not as easy as they envisioned; so 

in most cases, they do not have the luxury of time to 
be fully dedicated, especially during the day time. It is 

hoped that when they are more settled, they might give 
a better testimony of their Catholic faith.

 

As we enter into this season of Christmas, let us find 
time for Christ and make a place for him in our hearts. 
Let us read and meditate once more on the Infancy  
Narratives (Matthew 1 & 2 and Luke 1 & 2).  May we 
celebrate with the charity that comes with sharing what 
we have with the needy and helping spread the gospel 
to mission lands. A regular visit to the Blessed Sacra-
ment would not be out of place. May the Infant King 
find a home not only in the crib, but more importantly, 
in our hearts.     

Newly baptized and first communicants.Houses on the Hills.

One of the thirteen chapels at the parish.

Sister Maria Jesús with some newly baptized.

Fr. Kwofie meeting with seniors in the community.

Bible study group.

Singing group for masses on the hills.

                        Fr. Kwofie annointing the sick.


