
Dear Friends,
I was delighted to welcome Fr. Isaac Robles Mejia as a member of the St. James Society at our annual 
gathering in Lima in January. I have known Fr. Isaac for 17 years. He was the Pastor at a neighboring par-
ish when I was assigned to Chimbote, Peru. Fr. Isaac is our first diocesan priest from Peru to be accepted 
as a member of the St. James Society. He has a long association with us and in many ways his journey to 
the St. James Society was a very natural progression which began with his involvement with St. James 
Priests in Huarmey, Peru. He shares is story with us:

I was born in the Andes region of Ancash – Peru, in the province of Aija; due to difficult time in the 
villages, my parents Samuel Robles and Leonarda Mejia moved to the coastal City of Huarmey, together 
with their four children, with the desire to give us a better life than the one they had known. So, I spent 
my early childhood and adolescence in this town that welcomed us, and we came to love it without for-
getting where we came from.  I come from a very religious family, with scarce economic stability but with 
strong values, and we began participating in the parish of Our Lady of the Rosary, Huarmey.
My initial involvement in the Christian community of Huarmey was as a leader in the family catechesis, 
as well as being an altar server, and then I became a confirmation catechist. 
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At that time, I came to know the priests of the Missionary Society 
of St. James the Apostle who had staffed the parish since 1987. Their 
simplicity, their way of life and dedication to the community that the 
Lord had entrusted them with, had an impact on my life as a young 
person with many dreams for my adult future and for my family’s.  
The most significant occasion was when I was invited to accompany 
the St. James priests on the mission to the outlying communities. In 
spite of the fact that they came from another reality, very different 
from our reality, with many comforts and a better way of life, I saw 
how they considered themselves equal to the people, the marginal-
ized, the youth… that was when I heard a voice in my heart telling me 
the Lord needed me; it was when my life took another turn and I de-
cided to consider the Lord’s invitation to serve his people as a priest.

After one year at the St. Joseph pre-seminary in Chimbote, in 1994, 
I attended San Carlos and San Marcelo seminaries, where I studied 

philosophy and theology, and I finished my studies at the Facultad Pontificia y Civil de Lima.  During 
my studies I was invited to a pastoral experience for one year at the parish of Huarmey, with a particular 
emphasis on visiting the villages, in all 83 communities, some at an altitude of 4500 meters above sea 
level.  The devotion I experienced in these communities greatly impacted me; it helped me strengthen 
and see my vocation clearly.  This period of formation was also enriched by being together with the 
priests of the Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle. I will always be grateful to Frs. Des Tynan, 
Patrick Hennessy, Paul Madden, Charlie Stanley and Ned Wall.

After finishing my studies at the seminary, I served at the parish of Holy Family, in Nuevo Chimbote, 
in the province of Santa, in preparation for my ordination as a deacon on October 4, 2003. It was a very 
privileged time spent in a very lively and enthusiastic parish community. As Pope Francis would say: 
“A Church with Open Doors.”  After a few months, I was ordained to the priesthood at my home parish 
in Huarmey, the place where I discovered my vocation and where the desire to do missionary work was 
planted in me. I was ordained a priest on March 13th, 2004, by Bishop Luis Armando Bambaren Gaste-

lumendi SJ, who was then Bishop of the Diocese of Chimbote.  
After three days, I assumed responsibility as a pastor at the parish 
where I served as a Deacon.  I took this responsibility with sim-
plicity but also as a great challenge since this was a parish used 
as a pilot program for the diocesan pastoral plan to form Chris-
tian communities called ‘Base Communities’. Instead of teach-
ing the people, I accompanied them, and I learned from them, on 
how to be a pastor.
Nearby there was another parish, San Luis Gonzaga in Nuevo 
Chimbote, where Fr. Ned Wall and Fr. David Costello, from the 
Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle were present. 
David Costello is now our Superior General.  We have been 
friends since 2004 and I have wonderful memories of my time 
working alongside St. James priests in Chimbote.  After seven 
years at Holy Family Parish, I went to serve at the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish.  This was a small parish, with nine Christian 
communities and it was one of the first parishes founded in 
Nuevo Chimbote, which sprang up after the earthquake of 1970.Fr. Isaac with Superior General, Fr. David 

Costello



It was a parish with many pastoral leaders where 
many lay people were involved, assuming responsi-
bilities in family catechesis, prayer groups, counsel-
ing and programs for the youth.
In 2010, my bishop Angel Francisco Simon Piorno, 
asked me to assume responsibility for pastoral 
planning in the diocese, and so I was named Epis-
copal Vicar for Pastoral Planning for the Diocese 
of Chimbote. I readily accepted this new challenge 
with dedication. It was an interesting experience 
with many challenges along the way. The Diocese 
of Chimbote, which I have belonged to since 1992, 
developed a Pastoral Plan called ‘The Diocesan 

Renewal Project’, which included several other dioceses in Peru besides Chimbote. This project proposed 
five phases including one to outreach to all who were baptized and to all those who were not Catholic. 
Another charge of this Pastoral Plan was to decentralize the pastoral services in order to reach everyone, 
especially those who had left the church.  I think, in one way or another, we were trying to live what Pope 
Francis would say in Evangelium Gaudium “I prefer a church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because 
it has been out on the streets, rather than a church which is unhealthy from being confined, and from 
clinging to its own security.”

In 2016, I was transferred to the Diocesan Marian 
Sanctuary of Virgen de la Puerta, in Chimbote.  This 
parish was established in 1963 by the Missionary 
Society of St. James the Apostle, with Father James 
Shanahan as the first pastor. This parish community 
was so fortunate to have been founded by and served 
over the years by so many great priests from the St. 
James Society. The parish was handed over to the 
diocese in 1993.  It is a community with 10 pastoral 
zones or Christian communities that, together with 
the missionary priests, was formed through many 
years of hard work and with a great deal of effort and 
dedication. The people there have very happy memo-
ries of the St. James priests, and I consider it a special 

blessing for me to 
have followed in their footsteps.  

I believe the Lord, in one way or another, has kept me connected to 
the Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle over the years… in 
my parish where they supported me during my formative years, and 
in my priesthood in Chimbote.  It is there where I heard the Lord 
calling me to give more of myself. After a period of discernment I 
decided to volunteer for service with the St. James Society, to be part 
of the missionary family, following the steps of St. James the Apostle.  
I became a member of the Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle 
in March 2020, receiving the missionary cross at the Annual General 
Assembly in 2021.



Sincere thanks to Fr. Isaac for introducing himself to us and on 
behalf of all St. James priests, past and present, I extend a very 
warm welcome to him.

The St. James Society mourns the loss of Bishop Luis Bam-
barén, Bishop Emeritus of Chimbote, Peru. Bishop Bambarén 
died March 19th, after being hospitalized in Lima with compli-
cations from the Coronavirus. He was auxiliary bishop of Lima 
from 1968-1978, and Bishop of Chimbote from 1978-2004. The 
St. James Society enjoyed a long working relationship with the 
Bishop, as well as a very close friendship which developed over the years. He was a regular visitor to our 
house in Lima.  Bishop Bambarén tirelessly dedicated himself to the defense of people with few economic 
resources. He was known as the ‘Bishop of the Poor’ because of his continual struggles in defense of those 
living on the periphery of society. Incidentally, our newest member, Fr. Isaac Robles Mejia, was the last 
diocesan priest ordained by Bishop Bambarén in Chimbote before his retirement in 2004. A few weeks 
before his death, Fr. Isaac shared with Bishop Bambaren the news of his being accepted as a member of 
the St. James Society. The bishop’s response was so positive and encouraging when he observed: “The St. 
James Society has given so much to the Diocese of Chimbote for more than 50 years, now it is our turn to 
give back…your priesthood can only be enriched by following the footsteps of such great priests”.

With his death at age 93, an icon of the Church in Peru goes to his eternal reward.
Que en Paz Descanso Mons. Bambarén.
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