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change, joy, enthusiasm

With Every Good Wish in Christ,

Rev. David Costello
Director

In July, Fr. Gabe Troy, Alumnus and Former Director 
of the St. James Society (1994-2000), kindly agreed 
to represent me and the Society at two important 
events in Peru. Unfortunately, I was not able to travel 
due to ongoing Visa issues! Fr. Gabe spent 30 years in 

active service with the St. James Society. Currently, 
he serves as the Archdiocesan Director of the Pontif-
ical Mission Societies of the Archdiocese of Boston. 
Fr. Ixon Chateau traveled with Fr. Gabe. Fr. Ixon is 
currently based at St. Mary’s Parish in Randolph, MA. 

Boston. When Cardinal Cushing founded the St. James 
Society none of us could ever have imagined just how 
much of an impact we would have on the local church 
in the Southern Andean Countries of Peru, Ecuador, and 
Bolivia. 

Sincere thanks to Fr. Gabe for sharing with us about 
his recent visit to Peru. I am delighted that Fr. Ixon was 
able to travel to Sicuani for the 60th anniversary cele-
bration. As well as Fr. Ixon, another priest from Ireland, 
Fr. Edward Rogan of the Diocese of Killala, will join us in 
September. So, by the Grace of God, and with the help 
of all of you, our benefactors and friends, we continue 
our presence with the poorest of the poor. Together we 
are Partners in Mission.

Dear Friends,

60th Anniversary Celebration Mass in Sicuani.

the difficulty of being in the altitude with less oxygen and 
contending with subzero conditions at night time. Yet the 
St. James priests love working there, and it was more 
than obvious that the people appreciate their presence.

For me, as one of the old timers, it was great to see how 
the work done by so many priests in the past has been 
so blessed by God. It was encouraging to hear people re-
member and ask about former members, to see and feel 
the many changes, and especially to see packed church-
es. It was a great blessing to be able to visit Peru once 
again in my role as Archdiocesan Director of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies, and as an alumnus and former Director 
of the St. James Society. On a personal level I am delight-
ed that the new generation of St. James priests continues 
the vision and mission which began 61 years ago here in 

Bishop Pedro Bustamante with Fr. Gabe Troy, 
Fr. Ixon Chateau, Fr. Isaias Gerali, Fr. John 

Prochaska, and Fr. Cecilio Moraga at the luncheon 
after Mass.



the people go to Church and wait for the priest…in Peru 
the priests go to the church, ring the bell and wait for the 
people.

On Saturday, July 6th, together with Society priest Fr. Ce-
sar Anicama, I attended the Ordination ceremony of two 
new Auxiliary Bishops for the Archdiocese of Lima, both 
of which are native Peruvians. I was delighted with the 
opportunity to represent the St. James Society at this 
beautiful ceremony. While at the Cathedral I met many 
priests I knew as young seminarians. Now they are Pas-
tors and some of them are even Canons in the Cathedral! 
One of the two new Auxiliary Bishops, Bishop Ricardo Au-
gusto Rodríguez Alvarez, had worked with me as a sem-
inarian. There is a new Archbishop in Lima, Archbishop 
Carlos Castillo Mattasoglio, who is a native Peruvian and 
a priest of the Archdiocese. The changes that have come 
about in the six months since he became Archbishop 
are remarkable. There is a new spirit among the clergy; 
they are happy. The St. James Society was mentioned 
many times and many of the priests told me how much 
the St. James priests influenced them, and how so many 
St. James priests were instrumental, by their lived exam-
ple, in helping them discern a vocation to priesthood or 
religious life. The two new Bishops worked in former St. 
James Parishes. Cardinal Barreto made a point of telling 
me how much he and the entire Peruvian Episcopal Con-
ference appreciate the work of the St. James Society over 
the years, especially in Chimbote. I have to admit I was 
both humbled and overjoyed at the same time, to hear 
first-hand how the work of the St. James Society has had 

He will officially join the St. James Society on September 
1st. Fr. Gabe kindly shares his thoughts on his recent visit 
to Peru:

Since leaving the St. James Society I have tried to visit 
Peru every year. I usually stay at our Center House in Lima, 
and from there I visit some of the areas where I served. 
Recently, I had the opportunity to visit not only Lima, but 
also Cuzco and Sicuani, two towns high in the Peruvian 
Andes. Fr. Ixon Chateau, a priest friend from Boston ac-
companied me. Thinking back on the visit a few words 
spring to mind - Change, Joy, Enthusiasm. Many things 
have changed in Peru but the change in the priests and 
parish volunteers, their happy spirit and enthusiasm, is 
what really struck me while visiting this time round.

The first weekend we were there Fr. Ixon visited some of 
the Parishes in Lima where the St. James priests work. 
There he con-celebrated Masses and took part in a very 
long procession on the Feast of SS. Peter and Paul. One 
of his observations was that in Haiti (where he was born) 

a hugely positive impact on the Peruvian Church over the 
last 61 years. I was delighted that I was able to be present 
for this great celebration in Lima.

A few days later, Fr. Ixon and I traveled to the Prelature of 
Sicuani, high in the Southern Peruvian Andes. The Prel-
ature celebrated its 60th Anniversary of foundation as a 
diocese/prelature on July 15th & 16th in honor of our lady 
of Mount Carmel, Patroness of the Prelature. Many times 
during the celebration, Bishop Pedro Bustamante asked 
me to thank Fr. David and the Mission Office of Boston 
for the help he receives. There are only 13 native Priests 
to serve an area bigger than Connecticut, so he really ap-
preciates the presence of four St. James priests. Fr. Ixon 
was especially delighted to be with me at the celebration 

Fr. Gabe Troy and Fr. Cesar Anicama after the 
Ordination ceremony.

Fr. Gabe Troy with St. James Society priests at 
the 60th Anniversary Mass.

Fr. Ixon Chateau, Fr. John Prochaska, and Fr. 
Gabe Troy in Sicuani.

Bishop Pedro Bustamante blessing followers in 
the crowd after Mass.

Procession in Sicuani for the 60th 
Anniversary Mass.

in Sicuani. As Fr. David mentioned at the beginning, Fr. 
Ixon will officially join the St. James Society in Septem-
ber. After completing his course in Language Study and 
Cultural Orientation at the Maryknoll Mission Institute 
in Cochabamba, Bolivia, Fr. Ixon will be assigned to a St. 
James parish in the Prelature of Sicuani.

The celebrations in Sicuani were a joy to witness and to 
be a part of. On the evening of July 15th there was a ‘pas-
acalle’, or parade, that lasted from 3:00pm to 9:00pm. Ev-
ery Parish in the Prelature was represented. There were 
dancers and bands all dressed in native costumes. Then 
on the morning of July 16th, the Feast of our Lady of Mount 

Carmel, the new Cathedral was full for the Anniversary 
Mass, and it was relayed on a big screen to hundreds of 
people gathered outside. The Music was incredible. It was 
the next best thing to being in paradise. The hymns were 
in Quechua and played on native instruments. One of the 
choirs was composed of prisoners from the local prison.

Sicuani is a very difficult place to live and to work. It is 
over 11,000 feet above sea level. At this time of year it 
gets very cold at night and there is no central heating. I 
experienced first hand, for the first time in many years, 


