
Dear Friends,

The beginning of each New Year is a good time to give thanks to God for the many ways he blesses us 
throughout our lives. We in the St. James Society give thanks to God for the gift of Fr. Gerard 
O Meara RIP.  
   Fr. Gerard died suddenly and unexpectedly on October 17, 2020, at his sister’s home in New York, 
having recently returned from Peru.  He was 88 and would have celebrated his 89th birthday Dec 
2nd.  Current Director, Fr. David Costello, a fellow Limerick Man, was Chief Celebrant and Hom-
ilist at Fr. Gerard’s funeral Mass in Long Island, NY. His remains were then transferred to Limerick, 
Ireland, where Society priest Fr. Joe McCarthy was Chief Celebrant and Homilist at his funeral Mass 
there, followed by burial. Fr. Joe and Fr. Gerry were lifelong friends and worked together at the par-
ish of Jesus Artesano in Lima.
   Father Gerard J. O’Meara was born Dec 2nd, 1931, in Limerick, Ireland. After secondary school, 
he entered St. Patrick’s Major Seminary in Carlow. Gerard was ordained on June 10, 1956, for service 
in the Archdiocese of Glasgow, Scotland.  While in Scotland, Fr. Gerard read an article about Car-
dinal Cushing and the recently formed St. James Mission Society. Feeling a call to missionary work, 

Diocesan priests serving the poorest of the poor in Latin America since 1958.

Fr. Gerard O’Meara (far left) upon receiving the Cardinal Cushing Award in 2018, in recognition of 
his lifetime of service to the poorest of the poor. 

HUMILITY, COMPASSION, MODESTY, GENEROSITY



Fr. Gerard immediately sat down to write a letter to 
Cardinal Cushing, expressing his desire to volunteer 
for mission service.  Not knowing the specific address 
of the Chancery in Boston, Fr. Gerard   simply ad-
dressed his letter to “Richard Cardinal Cushing, Bos-
ton USA”.  He heard back from the Cardinal within 
a few weeks and a few months later, in 1963, he was 
accepted as a member of the St. James Society and left 
for South America.
 Fr. Gerry initially thought he would serve for 5 years 
in South America and then return to parish life in 
Glasgow. However, God’s plan led Gerry to dedicate 
the rest of his life to the St. James Society, serving the 
poor in Peru for 57 of his 64 years as a priest.

   Father Gerry immersed himself in the culture and people of Peru. He dedicated his life to being a 
missionary. Society alumnus Jim Hastings, who served with Fr. Gerry in Lima recalls: “When I think 
of Gerry in the barrio, in the parish, I think of his daily routine, and that was “being out and about”, 
with the people. He would stroll through the streets, greet people, spend time listening and, before long, 
he would be sitting in their homes, guiding and healing them.  He knew so much about the lives and the 
culture of the people, that which takes a lifetime for foreigners to scrape the surface…”
   Fr. Gerry had an unbounding tireless energy and 
enthusiasm for life which continued right up until his 
death. He was admired and known for being a talented 
cook who continued to feed large groups of people, even 
during the COVID lockdown in Lima.  At Fr. Gerard’s 
funeral mass in New York, Fr. David Costello recounted: 
   “This year, due to the Pandemic he [Gerry] spent eight 
months at our house in Lima. When total lock-down went 
into effect Padre Gerardo became the cook and the gar-
dener. Think about it… The oldest man in the house took 
it upon himself to make the best of a bad situation in his 

characteristically calm 
and measured way, and 
he immediately figured 
out how he could be use-
ful. Well, there is nobody 
who can cook up a storm 
like Gerard O’Meara, so 
it was no surprise that he 
instinctively made his way 
to the kitchen each day to provide meals for everybody…but he was 
also conscious of the needs of the house in the absence of the regular 
staff…he saw the gardens needed watering and so he took on that 
responsibility as well, without ever being asked. Those of you who have 
visited our house in Lima know we have a huge garden space there. 
Gerry, at 88, became the gardener and this was a huge task.  Gerry’s 
life was one of service and he was always ready and willing to do       

Gerard O’Meara with his family, Ordination Day

Fr. Gerard giving the First Blessing to his father

Padre Gerardo cooking ‘up a storm’ during the pandemic at Peru Center House



whatever was necessary in any given situa-
tion. That was Gerard O’Meara - the realist!!”
   Fr. Gerry generously mentored young 
priests who came to work in Latin America. 
He did this by his daily actions, how he lived 
his life. He demonstrated his high regard for 
Peruvians and the importance of their “dig-
nidad”, their dignity.  By his lived example, he 
served and evangelized.  Padre Gerardo, as 
he was known in Peru, embraced the culture, 
immersing himself in the Peruvian lifestyle. 
He loved Peru and its people and he consid-
ered Peru to be his home.  

In 2014, while being interviewed by Fr. David 
Costello for the Friends Newsletter, Fr. Gerry reflected on his then 51 years of service in Peru:  
 “From my patriarchy position I’m proud that I’m still regarded as a Missioner- a member of the Mission-
ary Society of St. James the Apostle. When I went to Peru in 1963, I had stars in my eyes – I was going 
to convert the Peruvians and teach them about God. Wrong. I got it wrong. Those wonderful people 
converted me by the example of their lives and their resilience in the face of adversity and suffering. They 
taught me and exposed me to so many views about God. I have been on the receiving end and I am all 
the richer for the experience”. And he ended his reflection with these words: “I thank God for prompting 
me to take this plunge into the unknown, I thank the St. James Society for making it possible, and I thank 
my family in Ireland for their understanding and allowing me to go free”.  
(Friends Oct 2014) 
   In 2018 Fr. Gerry was awarded the Cardinal Cushing Medal in recognition of his life time of 
service to the poorest of the poor as a priest of the St. James Society. In 2020, Fr. Gerry completed 57 
years of service in Peru with the St. James Society.  He served 57 of the 62 years the Society has ex-
isted thus far.  Nearly every member of the St. James Society knew, met or had been touched, in some 
way, by Gerard O’Meara.  The overwhelming number of emails and calls which we received after Fr. 
Gerry’s passing proved just that. Boston Auxiliary Bishop Robert Hennessey, himself an alumnus of 
the St. James Society commented: “He was just an outstanding priest. When I was a new missionary - 
even in a different country (Bolivia) while Gerry was in Peru -- he contacted and encouraged me.”
   At his funeral Mass in Limerick, Fr. Joe McCarthy reflected: “Gerry loved the people and they loved 
him back. Their deep faith in God, who was remote, powerful, awesome, was given a new and enthrall-
ing shot in the arm by bringing them to the Joy of the Good News, which brought love, joy, confidence 
and freedom into their lives. This came not from books but from Gerry’s own life.”  

Former and current society priests poured forth 
their words of sympathy, all echoing the same 
themes and message: that Fr. Gerard O’Meara 
embodied humility, compassion, modesty and 
generosity.  “Gerry was one of the Society’s greats” 
commented one priest. Dr. Meg, one of Fr. 
Gerry’s many friends, described him as “one of 
the best human beings she has ever met”. It is an 
opinion supported by all who met Fr. Gerry.  

Fr. Joe McCarthy and Fr. Gerry O’Meara celebrating mass 

Relaxing with good friends, David and Jim, Peru Center House
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“No, the Lord has told us what is good. What he 
requires  of us is this; to do what is just, to show 
constant love, and to live in humble fellowship 

with our God” (Micah 6:8)

Mirtha, from the Parish of Jesus Artesano in Lima commented that Padre Gerardo “...was an example of gen-
erosity and modesty, always worried about the education of the lay people so they, in turn, could offer the best 
service to the community” 
   Olga, another parishioner offered these words: “Padre Gerardo has left a mark on all who knew him in the 
barrio Tupac Amaru de Villa. He has also left a memory of love and solidarity. He was an example of modesty 
and dedication to his work. We should keep that with us. We should keep his words of optimism and peace, 
his time in life and his closeness to children, young people and adults.” 
   Karina, a youth leader at the parish in Lima brings Fr. Gerry’s lively outgoing nature to life again when she 
says, “How can we forget Padre Gerardo, at the church in Las Delicias, his hand-shaking that always gave us 
energy, friendship and optimism.  I always remember his laugh and enthusiasm!!  He was always calm, jovial - 
as if he would live forever”.
   Friends, we thought he would live forever. We wanted him to live forever. Such was the positive impact his 
calm and gentle presence had on us all.  None of us in the St. James Society ever contemplated life without 
Gerard O’Meara. All of us in the Society are devastated.  Fr. Joe McCarthy aptly declared, “Gerry was our 
mission, summed up in one person”.  We thank God for his life, his priestly ministry, his friendship, and his 
concern for others in need. May his gentle soul rest in peace.

(Sincere thanks to staff members Bridget Henry and Jim Hastings for this article)


