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September 2019

Starting at Ground Zero

With Every Good Wish in Christ,

Rev. David Costello
Director

Fr. Denis Parry is currently our longest serving 
missionary in Peru. Having arrived there in 1997, 
he spent time working in Northern Peru and Ec-
uador before moving in 2006 to the north side 
of Lima and the Diocese of Carabayllo, where 
he assumed responsibility of a new mission par-

ish dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe. Fr. De-
nis updates us on his Church Building Project:  
 
  "Upon arriving in Peru as a new member of the 
Society of St. James during the summer of ‘97, and 
being unable to speak a word of Spanish, I never 

May God Bless you and may Our Lady of Guadalupe ten-
derly protect and guide you always." 

Sincere thanks to all of you, our benefactors and friends,. 
for your ongoing support which enables priests like  
Fr. Denis Parry to continue to minister in the shanty 
towns and rural villages of Peru.

Dear Friends,

The newly installed stained glass window at Our Lady of Guadalupe in Lima, Peru

In conclusion, I wish 
to thank many people 
for helping us get to 
the stage we are at 
today. I would like to 
thank the parishioners 
of the parish for their 
commitment, their 
generosity of heart, 
their time, and the 
endless fundraising ac-
tivities they have held 
over the years for us. I 
would like to thank my 
Archdiocese of Liver-
pool, England for their 
immensely generous 
financial support, 
without which this 
project could never 
have come to frui-
tion. I would also like 
to thank the Director 
of St. James, Father 
David, not only for his 
spiritual support but 
also for his very gener-

ous financial support. Finally, I would like to thank you, 
the benefactors of 'Friends' for your prayers and the 
generous financial support you have given to the many 
St. James Missionaries, like myself, and to our parish 
communities throughout the years.



The parishioners were thrilled at the good news and en-
thusiastically began to clear the front of the land in order 
to build a temporary, prefabricated chapel, which was 
completed in 2008. What joy it was to have at least a tem-
porary chapel that we could call our own. It was here that 
the first groups of children and teenagers from the parish 
were to receive the sacraments of First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation respectively. In 2009, work began on 
the building of the parish house and in December 2010 
the basement of the house was to become the new tem-
porary chapel of the parish. 

December of 2012 saw the completion of the building of 
the parish house and after having spent six years living in 
rented accommodations, it was a relief to me to finally 
have a home I could call my own. The next two years were 
spent both building walls high enough to secure the prop-
erty of the parish grounds, and preparing the land for the 
construction of the basement of the much-awaited parish 
church. This major project began in October 2014 and was 
completed in 2016. Weekly mass attendance continued 

imagined that 20 years later I would be spending the lat-
ter years of my priestly ministry involved in the founding 
of a new parish, starting at ground zero. 

Having spent nine years working among the poor in 
parishes in both Peru and Ecuador, I became aware in 
2006 that the Society needed a priest to form a new 
parish from an existing St. James parish named “Christ, 
the Light of the World.” I volunteered to be that priest. 
When asked by my new bishop, Bishop Lino Panizza 
Richero, OFM Cap, if I had a name in mind for the new 
parish, I elected to name it in honor of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, the patron saint of the Americas.

 

 

The parish is quite extensive in size, being almost 20 
kilometres in length, of which 80% is rural and consists 
of 11 tiny villages – the majority of which do not yet 
have a chapel to call their own. The remaining 20% of 
the parish consists of a densely populated urbanization 
called “Torre Blanca” which continues to expand at a 
rapid rate. I celebrated my first Sunday mass in the new 
parish in August 2006 out in the open, on a vacant piece 
of land. News of my presence spread rapidly, and by 
December of that same year the parish community had 
constructed a temporary chapel of “estera”, a straw-like 
structure held together by bamboo poles. In these hum-
ble surroundings, our parish community celebrated, 
with great joy, the birth of Jesus with our first Christmas 
mass – a memory that will remain with me for the rest 
of my life.

The year 2007 brought a great blessing to the parish with  
the news that our bishop, Bishop Richero, had bought a 
huge piece of land on which to build the parish complex.  

to increase, so the larger space provided by the basement 
of the church enabled us to transfer the location of our 
temporary chapel once again.

 

Since 2016, the progress of the parish complex has con-
tinued to grow. Phase one included the construction of 12 
concrete columns that would support the metallic roof of 
the church. The actual covering of the roof, in fact, proved 
to be more difficult than expected, but thankfully the 
work was completed in 2018. Other major works included 
the building of a parish office and a concrete bridge that 
links the church to the main road that runs through the 
parish. This year, 2019, has seen the construction of the 
outside walls of the church completed; and our goal of 
having a stained-glass window of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
at the entrance of the church has just been met. And, 
before year’s end, we hope to have one of The Last Sup-
per which will be placed behind the altar. At last we are 

beginning to see some “light” at the end of the tunnel. 
Of course, much work still needs to be done: illumina-
tion of the church, the installation of a modern sound 
system, interior decoration of the church, altar, baptistry, 

12 concrete columns designed to support the roof.

Continued progress on the construction of  
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Mass being held in the "temporary chapel."

benches, and stations of the cross. But with the grace 
of God, I am hopeful that the church will be ready to 
be consecrated sometime during 2020. The journey of 
faith that I have travelled over these past 13 years, with 
the tremendous support of the parishioners, has been a 
wonderful experience for me. There have been times of 
deep frustration and stress as well as times of deep ful-
filment, joy, and happiness. I guess it can be compared 

to the planting of a seed, which when watered and 
treated with care, grows and blossoms into something 
very beautiful. The fruits of how we have grown into 
a thriving parish community can be witnessed by the 
fact that during this past year, 90 children have received 
their First Holy Communion, 50 teenagers have received 
the sacrament of Confirmation, and at the Easter Vigil 
held at 4:00am, a packed church of almost 400 people 
welcomed 16 adults into the Church, while a further 
seven received the sacraments of First Communion/
Confirmation.

Fr. Denis Parry celebrates Mass outside.


