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disciples in mission

With Every Good Wish in Christ,

Rev. David Costello
Director

During these summer months our house in Boston 
becomes even busier with our missionary priests 
visiting from Peru for their annual Mission Appeal 
assignments. Each year we have the opportunity to 
participate in the Mission Co-op of various dioceses 
around the United States, with the majority of ap-
peals taking place here in the Archdiocese of Boston. 
It is a wonderful opportunity for us to share a little 
about our work on the missions as well as soliciting 
spiritual and financial assistance. It’s amazing to 
think that the support we have received over the last 
sixty-one years is as strong as ever today. So many 
of the projects running in our mission parishes…
schools, clinics, food kitchens…would be forced to 
close were it not for the support we receive each 
year from our Mission Appeals.

The Catholic Church in the United States has always 
opened its doors to missionaries and to their needs. 
Maybe this is because we were considered to be a 
missionary country up until about 1914. Up to that 
time, the Church in the United States was dependent 
on the financial help it received from ‘The Society 
of the Propagation of the Faith’, and also the nu-
merous priests and religious who arrived on these 
shores to take up missionary work. We in the United 
States owe a huge debt to those generous Catholics 

of Europe, and to the many sisters, brothers, and 
priests who left their home and family to labor here 
in this country. Just as Pauline-Marie Jaricot, a young 
French woman asked the people of Lyon, France to 
save their money to help the Jesuit Missionaries in 
the New World, we too ask the same kind of support 
during our Mission Appeals.

This summer our missionaries will visit parishes in 
California, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts. Typical-

I am grateful to all our parishioners and visitors to St. 
Stephen’s Church who have been helping with fundrais-
ing efforts. Special thanks to our neighbors Filippo and 
Ana Frattaroli of Lucia’s Restaurant who recently hosted 
a fundraising dinner, with 100% of the proceeds going 
to the bell tower project. A great evening was had by all!

Dear Friends,

Fr. Isaias Gerali and Fr. Steve Salocks outside Most 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Wakefield, MA.

get a sense of the historical significance of St. Stephen’s 
Church. A recent inspection showed that the bell tower 
is in need of repair. Some of the wood has been found to 
have “rot” and the entire structure needs to be scraped 
and cleaned using hand tools, with rotted wood repaired 
and replaced, and a repainting to the structure using a 
weather-resistant paint in addition to the gilding of the 
dome with a gold leaf paint. The expense for the work is 
projected to cost $150,000.

St. Stephen's Church in the North End of Boston, 
home of the St. James Society. (Photo courtesy of 

MattConti.com)



This past weekend ‘Trinity Sunday’ saw many of us preach 
mission appeals in several parishes in the Archdiocese of 
Boston, while another appeal took place in San Diego, 
CA. Fr. Loreto Jaque and Jerome Kiley arrived at the Mat-
thew 13 Collaborative in Walpole, MA where there are 
two parishes, Blessed Sacrament and St. Mary’s, which 
itself began as a mission chapel out of Blessed Sacrament 
many years ago. The priests there provided great hospi-
tality, while they themselves are in a form of mission as 
part of the Archdiocese of Boston’s Disciples in Mission 
program. Fr. Jean Pierre Aubin is from Haiti, Fr. John Healy 
is a married man from Boston who later became a priest 
after his wife passed away, and Bishop Robert Reed, from 
the North Shore of Massachusetts, is the very active pres-
ident of Catholic TV. They’ve all arrived at the collabora-

ly, each priest will visit three parishes assigned to him. He 
will speak at all Masses over the weekend of the Mission 
Appeal. Visiting different parishes each weekend gives us 
the opportunity to share what is going on in our mission 
parishes and it also affords us the opportunity to appeal 
for help for specific projects. It is my experience that pa-
rishioners take an interest in what is going on in the mis-
sions and they respond generously. It’s always delightful 
to meet parishioners who remember when the St. James 
Society was founded, and they recall a priest who left 
their parish to go on mission to South America. You can 
sense the pride they feel in having been part of the story 
of the St. James Society from the very beginning.

It's also special for us to meet parishioners from South 
America, especially Peru, Ecuador, and Bolivia who have 
moved here to the United States. They are always de-
lighted to speak with us in Spanish and recall their fond 
memories of home, and in some cases, they recall with 
much pride having lived in a St. James Society parish 
down south.

tive within the past year. Adding in Fr. Loreto from the 
Philippines and Jerome from Boston gave the weekend a 
missionary feel that reflected the Society’s Boston roots 
to the world. Jerome commented: “The priests in the rec-
tory call themselves brothers, the parishioners welcomed 
us with open arms, and we felt like brothers, too”.

We are always grateful for the warm welcome we receive 
when visiting parishes for mission appeals. It’s always 
great to meet so many priests ministering in parishes 
here in the United States, and in our home countries, who 
knew friends and colleagues who served on the missions. 
We are grateful too for the dedication of so many priests 
back home.  Their commitment as diocesan priests has al-
lowed us St. James priests (who are also diocesan priests) 
to serve on the missions in South America.

As well as the activity associated with mission appeal sea-
son, we are also busy arranging for work to take place on 
the Bell Tower of St. Stephen’s Church. As you know, the 
St. James Society has been based at St. Stephen’s Church, 
in Boston’s historic North End, since 1968. So, as well as 
being the Director of the St. James Society, I am also Rec-
tor of St. Stephen’s Church.

St. Stephen’s Church, which dates back to 1804, was 
designed by Charles Bulfinch, a famous American archi-
tect, regarded by many as the first native-born American 
to practice architecture as a profession.  In 1805 a bell 
cast by Paul Revere was hung in the bell tower. Paul Re-
vere was an American silversmith, engraver, industrial-
ist, and Patriot in the American Revolution. So, you can Young children at a Peruvian orphanage supported by 

the St. James Society.

Most Blessed Sacrament Parish in Wakefield, MA.

Medical clinic in Peru supported by the St. 
James Society.

A community dining hall at El Resucitado Parish 
provides meals for children in need.

Fr. David with Filippo Frattaroli and 
Massachusetts State Rep. Aaron Michlewitz.

St. Stephen's supporters at the fundraising 
dinner at Lucia's Restaurant in the North End.

Fr. David with Peppi Giangregorio (left) and 
Lucia's owner Filippo Frattaroli (right).


