
Dear Friends,
   Fr. Dan Gonzalez, of the Diocese of Tyler, Texas, recently completed a second tour of duty with the St. 
James Society. I have invited him to share his experience with us:
   My friends & brother priests asked me why I wanted to leave East Texas and return to the Andes five 
years ago, in 2016, for my second tour with the Society of St. James.   The answer was simple: “the faith-
filled people and all that they unknowingly would teach me; the opportunity to daily express the virtues 
of hope, humility, patience and tenderness”. Why not?! I was only 68 years young-at-heart.  Nostalgia and 
gratitude moved me to offer an uplifting spirit of enthusiasm, in repayment to the LORD.  The young 
prophet Isaiah provided a model response, “Send me, I will go.”      
 I had originally joined the Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle in December of 2001, when 
they invited and accepted me to learn and immerse myself in a new and traditional culture, in the an-
cient Incan mountains.  In the spring of 2002, the flight from Bolivia brought me to Quito, Ecuador and 
shortly after, I was sent to San Judas Taddeo parish north of the city at an elevation of 10,900 along the 
avenue of the volcanoes. I was hospitably welcomed by the pastor, Fr. Bob Thomas who accepted me as 
vicar of the growing and sprawling parish which zig-zagged along the equator.  The mother parish and 
its nine communities were located at the foothills of the Pichincha Volcano, which had been inactive                          
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for centuries. I was reassured!  Nevertheless, 
a more distant volcano, Reventador, exploded 
on All Souls Day, 2002, dropping ashes all over 
our parish!  Just a few months after my arrival, 
Bob was elected as the new director of St. James 
Society and he relocated to his native Boston.  
Fortunately, Bob had the vision and resources, 
at that time, to purchase two large tracts of land 
for future expansion of a new parish, which local 
Cardinal Archbishop Antonio had requested in 
our recent meeting with him.  The uninhabited 
lots were just up the mountain road, 4 kilometers 

from St. Jude.  Fortunately, I had some experience 
in the 1990s building a new parish in East Texas, and all that involved - locating land, funds and Catho-
lics!
This high-country location was named Twintza and was filled 
with an abundance of families with lots of children, who were 
busy settling on their own lots and building rustic small adobe 
homes.  They had enthusiastically expressed to us that they 
would participate and support a new church and, more impor-
tantly, they wanted to have their young infants christened and 
their youth prepared for the other Sacraments of Initiation.  By 
the generous grace of God, we had a young and vibrant new 
group of Italian nuns in the area, Missionary Sisters of Chris-
tian Education.  While I collaborated with a Catholic couple 
(both of whom were licensed architects) on the building of the 
church, our endeared Sisters were serving as catechists in the 
open air at about 11,700 feet. 
It was an exciting and thriving time, as we built the church 
alongside a medical clinic.  There were some minor set-
backs during our building phase, when drug dealers 
climbed the fences and stole sacks of cement and shovels, 
a wheelbarrow and more. We then worked with Interpol 
who requested permission to occupy the terrace of our 
residence, so they could monitor the illegal drug activity.  
Shortly after Midnight, one of my neighbors was caught 
selling drugs for cash.  It turned out to be a successful 
endeavor for Interpol, and certainly increased the safety 
for our new parish! The church building resumed and was 
finished, without any other incidents.  We named the new 
church the Assumption of Mary, in 2004 and, to this day, it 
continues its path of ministry and sacraments.
Fast forward to Autumn of 2017.  After nine years of pro-
ductive parish service in East Texas coupled with a restless-
ness to return to missionary work, I rejoined the Society 
of St. James and was invited to the Sicuani province in the 
Cuzco region of Peru.  Thus, began a three-year journey 
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celebrating the people of God.  From building a parish rectory, to 
bonding with a distant parish in Germany, to the 2020 quaran-
tine, the challenges accelerated quickly. The parish rectory was in 
a dilapidated condition when I arrived. Large holes pervaded the 
old wooden floors, ensuring that I enjoyed the regular company 
of a few black tarantulas!  Added to this was unreliable plumbing, 
faulty and dangerous electrical wiring, a leaking roof and some 
permeable windows.  In Boston, director Fr. David discussed the 
urgent reality of building a new, comfortable and safe rectory just 
behind the current two-story one.  Thanks to the generous con-
tributions from our donors and benefactors, we received funds 
to begin building the new rectory and a water tower with solar 
panels, to provide warm water in the sub-freezing temperatures of 
the Andes.  Work commenced on June 15, 2018, breaking ground, 
removing rock and earth.  The five construction workers were able 
to progress rapidly and with minimal delays, since we had very 

little rainfall.  The finishing 
touches were in place by November 2018 for this new two-story, 
four-bedroom rectory, which would also benefit future Peruvian 
priests.  After Sunday Mass we celebrated an “open house” for 
our parishioners and the families were delighted with the new 
building.  We blessed it as a dream come to fruition after many 
years.  Meanwhile, we continued our lunch feeding program 
for the young students and some of the elderly at the Internado, 
where we also hosted and boarded classmates who came from 
afar.  
Another exciting program was Partnerschaft Hermandad, 
which originated in St. Michael Parish in the diocese of Freiburg, 
Germany.  They invited us to partner with them, long distance, 
to exchange communication personally via videos and a visit. Pa-
dre Tom Fritz visited our parish twice, bringing German parish-
ioners who could see first-hand, our conditions and understand 
our needs. In turn, some of our active families became involved 
with this mutual Christian exchange of cultures.  In gratitude 
for St. Michael’s 
friendship, we 
planted three pine 
saplings in their 

memory in the 
courtyard atrium of Immaculate Conception.  These sap-
lings provide much needed shade and will always recall the 
generosity and kindness we received from this program. 
   All along we continually offered RCIA instruction for the 
many adults and high school students in the parish, who, 
by and large, had not received the Sacraments of Initiation. 
For us it was a pure joy that these families would partici-
pate in our three-hour long Saturday morning Catechesis 
classes and also attend the Wednesday children’s Eucha-
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rist classes. In the Spring of 2020, our parish, like all others in the 
world, was struck suddenly by this mysterious and unpredictable 
Corona virus and we experienced severe shortages of market pro-
visions. In spite of the challenges, we did celebrate Holy Week and 
Easter in 2020 via the radio for the campesinos, who live many ki-
lometers from town.  We also celebrated a very special Christening 
on Easter Sunday afternoon for an adopted 6-year young orphan, 
Gabriela.   Gabriela was delighted to become a child of God in her 

Catholic faith journey.  I was 
offered a humanitarian flight 
back to the U.S. in October 
2020 and I have since been 
living and helping out at the 
Society’s Boston residence.  
I am very thankful for the years I worked as a St. James Society 
missionary and especially grateful to our benefactors, the people of 
Ecuador and Peru, and our Director, Fr. David Costello.  
  Sincere thanks to Fr. Dan for sharing his memories of time on 
mission with us. We are grateful to Bishop Joseph Strickland and 
the Diocese of Tyler for allowing Fr. Dan the opportunity to return 
to mission in South America for a second tour. We wish Fr. Dan 
well as he prepares to return to Tyler as a Senior Priest (retired 
status). I’m sure he will continue to be available for ministry and 
service wherever the Lord calls him. Sincere thanks to all of you, 
our benefactors and friends, for your support of Fr. Dan’s mission 
in Velille, Peru, these past three years.
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With Every Good Wish in Christ,

Rev. David Costello, Director
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“Aspire not to have more, but to do more”

St. Óscar Romero


